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Farewell to Manzanar

Teacher Guide

Grade Level & Content Areas

Ages: 12+ Content Areas: English/language
Grades: 7-12 (independent arts, reading, literature, and social
reading) studies (including individual
Reading Level: 7.8 development, identity, and

Lexile Measure: 1040L geography).

Guided Reading Level: Z
Developmental Reading
Assessment (DRA): 70

Synopsis of Book

In Farewell to Manzanar, Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and her husband revisit a painful chapter in American
history and the lasting impact of Japanese American internment. When the U.S. entered World War Il,
Jeanne’s family lost their home and nearly everything they owned—simply because of their heritage. Her
father was taken away, returning a broken man, while the rest of her family struggled to survive in the harsh
conditions of the Manzanar internment camp. She recounts the loss of dignity, the disruption of family life,
and the deep-seated prejudice they faced even after the war ended. Decades later, Jeanne and her family
return to the remains of Manzanar, confronting the past and reflecting on how those experiences continue to
shape their lives.

Standards
Common Core State Standards for 6-12
Reading: Literature Writing
e Key Ideas and Details e Text Types and Purposes
e Craft and Structure e Research to Build and Present Knowledge

e Integration of Knowledge and Ideas


https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1oMAuoAtbLZMLL1LFpHiQnUHC6ptj2wE&usp=sharing

National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies

Theme 1: CULTURE e Theme 4: INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT
Theme 2: TIME, CONTINUITY, AND AND IDENTITY
CHANGE e Theme 6: POWER, AUTHORITY, AND
e Theme 3: PEOPLE, PLACES, AND GOVERNANCE
ENVIRONMENTS e Theme 10: CIVIC IDEALS AND PRACTICES

National Core Arts Standards for Visual Arts

e CREATING
RESPONDING

Using a TeachersFirst® Reading Trek to Explore This Book

TeachersFirst Reading Treks create a virtual field trip of resources about a piece of literature or a text using
the My Maps feature of Google Maps. To motivate and enrich student reading, teachers and students can
reference this visual collection of web resources and images as they relate to the contents of a book.

TeachersFirst has done the hard work for you! Use the activities in this teacher guide and the accompanying
Reading Trek map as you and your students explore this book. And, if you feel inspired, you (or your
students) can create your own Reading Trek about this or another book!

Using This Reading Trek in Class
Below is a list of ideas for how to use this Reading Trek in your educational setting.
Working with the Map:

1. Introduce the book to the class by displaying To make digital, interactive posters, use Adobe
the Reading Trek map on an interactive Express for Education (TeachersFirst review).
whiteboard and highlighting its various layers.

4. Share Dwight Okita’s poem “In Response to

2. Discuss the classroom and school Executive Order 9066: All Americans of
demographics, “the elephant in the room,” and Japanese Descent Must Report to Relocation
how stereotypes and cultural racism impact Centers” with the class (you'll find it in this
individual and group academic performance teaching quide from Facing History). Have
and social and emotional development. Use students work together in pairs to create a
Mentimeter (Teachers First review) for live fictitious pair of friends similar to those in the
polling to make the activity more interactive. poem, each choosing a role and writing a

3. Discuss social equality and the civil rights of poem or letter to the other.

immigrants and their families and create 5. The DiMaggio Factor was a mindset that
posters to promote unity within the community. baseball was all-American, and so were its
athletes. New York Yankees great Joe
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DiMaggio was born in California, but his
parents were ltalian immigrants, and his father
never became a citizen. Divide students into
groups to debate the validity of the “enemy
alien” concept, discuss whether it posed a
realistic threat to national security, and offer
alternatives to mass internment.

Have students collaborate to create a dream
board for one of the characters in the story
using a collaborative tool such as Google
Slides (TeachersFirst review) and identify
some specifics that would or did stop the
dream.

With proper permissions granted, design and
create a rock garden either on the school

Extension Activities:

Students need to understand their own
identity—both from their own perspective and
how others view them. Have students create
an identity map on Lucidchart (TeachersFirst
review) as described in the Facing History
activities.

View Ansel Adams’s Photographs of Japanese
American internment at Manzanar and have
students offer caption ideas, discuss the
emotions shown by the subjects, or compare
and contrast life there with life outside the
camp’s walls. Have students create a
multimedia gallery with captions using Padlet
(TeachersFirst review), adding reflections
through video/audio recordings.

Before discussing the injustices in the story, it
should be noted that individuals define
injustices in different ways based on personal
experience and family situations. Caution your
students against trying to “one-up” another’s
story of injustice as such stories are shared.
Use a polling or audience response system
like Poll Everywhere (TeachersFirst review) or

AP TeachersFirst

grounds or as a service project for an
organization.

Use Delightex (TeachersFirst review), to create
a 360° virtual experience of an internment
camp. Students can annotate the environment
with historical facts, excerpts from the book,
and personal reflections.

Have students watch survivor interviews from
the Densho Digital Repository or the Manzanar
National Historic Site. Ask students to use
tools like Buzzsprout (Teachers First review) to
create a reflection podcast or video diary that
shares their thoughts on how these
testimonies compare to Jeanne’s experience.

Slido (TeachersFirst review) to create word
clouds for both justice and injustice and
compare.

Relationships are typically built on
commonalities. Have students list friends and
acquaintances, group the friends by the depth
of the relationship, and identify what situations
or traits cemented those relationships. This
activity could be done as a spreadsheet or
Padlet (TeachersFirst review) wall.

Identify the potentially destructive behaviors of
individuals searching for acceptance and the
motivations behind them. Have students write
a code of conduct to help minimize that
behavior and establish consequences for
individuals or groups who violate it. Turn the
code into a short-form explainer video using
Powtoon (TeachersFirst review) to make it
visually engaging and shareable.

Children often demonstrate the character traits
of their parents and other important adults.
Have students create a character map of
Jeanne and identify other individuals who also

https://teachersfirst.com/reading-treks/
content/farewell-manzanar

Updated 10/25 | 3


http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=18896
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=17721
https://ddr.densho.org/
https://www.nps.gov/manz/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/manz/index.htm
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=17015
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=16097
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=16097
https://www.facinghistory.org/sites/default/files/publications/Teaching_Farewell_Manzanar.pdf
https://www.facinghistory.org/sites/default/files/publications/Teaching_Farewell_Manzanar.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/manz/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/manz/
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=10007
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=11606
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=18678
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=10007
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=13954
https://teachersfirst.com/reading-treks/content/farewell-manzanar
https://teachersfirst.com/reading-treks/content/farewell-manzanar

showed that trait, including their role in
Jeanne’s life and an example as evidence.
Gamify the experience by having students
match character traits to real-world role models
in an interactive Wayground (TeachersFirst
review) activity.

After leaving Manzanar, not only Japanese
Americans but all Asian Americans faced bias
and prejudice based on their appearance. After
completing the Social Justice Standards:
Unpacking Identity activity, encourage students
to journal on paper or use ePubEditor
(TeachersFirst review) to discuss the

8. Create a class-shared writing graffiti board to

record erroneous assumptions about people
based on appearance, body type, race, etc.
Use Microsoft Whiteboard (TeachersFirst
review) for an online version or post a large
sheet of paper on a wall of your classroom.

Have students create a digital scrapbook
comparing Jeanne’s experiences at Manzanar
to modern-day refugee camps or immigration
detention centers. Use Book Creator
(TeachersFirst review) to compile images,
diary entries, letters, and reflections.
Encourage students to include modern

assumptions made about a person’s identity.

newspaper articles, interviews, or connections
to their own cultural heritage.

Helpful Resources

From TeachersFirst:

TeachersFirst CurriConnects Book List - Maps
— First Revi T le My M
OK2Ask: Engage & Inspire with Reading Treks

Other Resources:

Publisher’s Informational Page and Resources

Spark Notes
Connecticut State Department of Education Close Reading Plan

Facing History’s Witness to History Series
How to Teach Farewell to Manzanar
California Reads: Manzanar Curriculum Guide

Off the coast of San Pedro, a Japanese Community Erased

Farewell to Manzanar: A True Story of Japanese American Experience During and After the World
War Il Internment

Model Lessons for Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand and Farewell fto Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki
Houston and James D. Houston

Exploring Japanese American Internment through Film and the Internet

“Life After Manzanar”: Examining the Legacy of Japanese American Incarceration

Densho Digital Repository

Manzanar National Historic Site

AP TeachersFirst
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