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Grade Level & Content Areas

Ages: 5-9 Content Areas: English/language
Grades: K-3 (read-aloud), 3-5 arts, reading, literature, and social
(independent) studies (including individual
Reading Level: 5" grade development, identity, and

Lexile Measure: 900L geography).

Guided Reading Level: W

Synopsis of Book

Mr. Ferris and His Wheel is a nonfiction picture book that tells the true story of George Washington Gale
Ferris Jr., the engineer who designed the first Ferris wheel. Set during the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair, the
story captures the excitement and challenge of creating a new kind of attraction that could rival Paris’s Eiffel
Tower, which had dazzled the world just a few years earlier. Ferris encountered many obstacles, including
concerns about safety, money, and engineering feasibility, but he persevered. The book follows his journey
from concept to construction to the grand unveiling of the gigantic, rotating wheel that became a symbol of
American ingenuity.

Standards
Common Core State Standards for K-5
Reading: Literature Writing
e Key Ideas and Details e Text Types and Purposes
e Craft and Structure e Research to Build and Present Knowledge

National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies

e Theme 1: CULTURE e Theme 3: PEOPLE, PLACES, AND
e Theme 2: TIME, CONTINUITY, AND ENVIRONMENTS
CHANGE


https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1pjL0LLzUvASxqxeBtTk-8jUo1FkmdYg&usp=sharing

National Core Arts Standards for Visual Arts

e CREATING
e RESPONDING

Next Generation Science Standards

e Motion and Stability: Forces and Interactions
e Engineering Design

Social Justice Standards

e Identity
e Diversity

Using a TeachersFirst® Reading Trek to Explore This Book

TeachersFirst Reading Treks create a virtual field trip of resources about a piece of literature or a text using
the My Maps feature of Google Maps. To motivate and enrich student reading, teachers and students can
reference this visual collection of web resources and images as they relate to the contents of a book.

TeachersFirst has done the hard work for you! Use the activities in this teacher guide and the accompanying
Reading Trek map as you and your students explore this book. And, if you feel inspired, you (or your
students) can create your own Reading Trek about this or another book!

Using This Reading Trek in Class

Below is a list of ideas for how to use this Reading Trek in your educational setting.

Working with the Map:

1. Introduce the book to the class by displaying
the Reading Trek map on an interactive
whiteboard and highlighting its various layers.

2. Using the map, have students create a timeline
of the story's key events. Younger students
can sequence using images, while older
students can write captions or short
summaries. Use the ReadWriteThink Timeline
Creator (TeachersFirst review) for a digital
option.

3. After viewing map locations, students can use
Canva (TeachersFirst review) or Google Slides
(TeachersFirst review) to draw or write a
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postcard from one of the locations found on
the map.

Have students look at the photos in the
Chicago World’s Fair location on the map.
Discuss the differences between the images
and what that location looks like today.

Use the Chicago World’s Fair location on the
map to provide background knowledge for the
book before reading. Consider sharing this
article as an excellent starting point.

https://teachersfirst.com/reading-treks/content/
mr-ferris-and-his-wheel
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1pjL0LLzUvASxqxeBtTk-8jUo1FkmdYg&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1pjL0LLzUvASxqxeBtTk-8jUo1FkmdYg&usp=sharing
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=15618
https://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=15329
https://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=18896#:~:text=Slides%20automatically%20saves%20your%20work,any%20Slides%20presentation%20to%20PowerPoint.
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Chicago-worlds-fairs/631726
https://teachersfirst.com/reading-treks/content/mr-ferris-and-his-wheel
https://teachersfirst.com/reading-treks/content/mr-ferris-and-his-wheel

Extension Activities:

1. After reading, have students sketch their own
Ferris-inspired invention. Older students can
write a paragraph describing its purpose and
how it works.

2. Students can use a T-chart or Venn diagram
(TeachersFirst review) to compare and
contrast the first Ferris Wheel with modern-day
amusement park rides.

3. Engage students in a role-playing exercise
where they present their own invention ideas
to the fair committee. Challenge students to
use persuasive language to explain why their
invention should be chosen.

Have a class STEM challenge where students
build a modern Ferris wheel using LEGO
blocks, straws, pipe cleaners, or recycled
materials.

Students can program a virtual Ferris wheel
that spins or moves using simple block coding
tools, such as Scratch Jr. or Blockly
(TeachersFirst review).

Have collaborative groups use a video tool
from the TeachersFirst Edge collection to
create a book trailer like this one. An easy
video creation tool for all ages is the Adobe
Express Video Maker (TeachersFirst review).

Helpful Resources

From TeachersFirst:

e TeachersFirst CurriConnects Book List - Maps
e TeachersFirst Review of le My M

o OK2Ask: Engage & Inspire with Reading Treks

Other Resources:
o Kathrvn Gi Davi

e The Children’s Bookshelf - Mr. Ferris and His Wheel Video

AP TeachersFirst

https://teachersfirst.com/reading-treks/content/
mr-ferris-and-his-wheel

Updated 10/25 | 3



http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=18324
https://www.scratchjr.org/
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=18585
https://www.teachersfirst.com/content/edge.cfm?c=21
https://youtu.be/kTsQy8NML5k
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=18831
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=13054
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=18096
https://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=19790
https://www.gibbsdavis.com/books/bk_mrferris.html
https://www.pbs.org/video/childrens-bookshelf-mr-ferris-and-his-wheel/
https://teachersfirst.com/reading-treks/content/mr-ferris-and-his-wheel
https://teachersfirst.com/reading-treks/content/mr-ferris-and-his-wheel

