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Grade Level & Content Areas

Ages: 13-18 Content Areas: English/language
Grades: 8-12 arts, reading, literature, and social
Reading Level: YA (Young studies (including themes of
Adult) gentrification, race, and class;
Lexile Measure: HL780L urban studies; and cultural
(high-low; for older readers studies).

reading at a lower Lexile level)
Guided Reading Level: Z
Developmental Reading
Assessment (DRA): 70-80

Synopsis of Book

Pride by Ibi Zoboi is a contemporary retelling of Pride and Prejudice set in Bushwick, Brooklyn, where
Afro-Latina teenager Zuri Benitez fiercely protects her neighborhood and cultural identity as it undergoes
gentrification. When the wealthy Darcy family moves in across the street, Zuri clashes with the aloof and
privileged Darius Darcy, but their initial tension slowly develops into something deeper. As Zuri navigates
family dynamics, college aspirations, and changing surroundings, she confronts questions of class, pride,
and what it means to stay true to yourself. Pride explores love, identity, and the power of community through
rich storytelling and sharp social commentary.

Standards
Common Core State Standards for K-5
Reading: Literature Writing
e Key Ideas and Details e Text Types and Purposes

e Craft and Structure e Research to Build and Present Knowledge


https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=17od1nUeta6NfBTwY3ZMdHVKTZjkTHYM&usp=sharing

Common Core State Standards for 6-12

Reading: Literature Writing
e Key Ideas and Details e Text Types and Purposes
e Craft and Structure e Research to Build and Present Knowledge

e Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies

e Theme 1: CULTURE e Theme 3: PEOPLE, PLACES, AND
e Theme 2: TIME, CONTINUITY, AND ENVIRONMENTS
CHANGE

National Core Arts Standards for Visual Arts

CREATING

RESPONDING
CONNECTING
PRESENTING

Social Justice Standards

e |dentity
e Diversity

Using a TeachersFirst® Reading Trek to Explore This Book

TeachersFirst Reading Treks create a virtual field trip of resources about a piece of literature or a text using
the My Maps feature of Google Maps. To motivate and enrich student reading, teachers and students can
reference this visual collection of web resources and images as they relate to the contents of a book.

TeachersFirst has done the hard work for you! Use the activities in this teacher guide and the accompanying

Reading Trek map as you and your students explore this book. And, if you feel inspired, you (or your
students) can create your own Reading Trek about this or another book!

Using This Reading Trek in Class

Below is a list of ideas for how to use this Reading Trek in your educational setting.

Working with the Map:

1. Introduce the book to the whole class by 2. Challenge students to create their own map to
displaying the Reading Trek map on an explore Bushwick, Brooklyn, using Google
interactive whiteboard and highlighting its Earth (TeachersFirst review). Students can
various layers. identify key landmarks from the novel (like
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Maria Hernandez Park). Use the map with this
Trek as an example. Students can annotate
the map with quotes, reflections, or historical
context to show how setting shapes character
and theme.

Ask students to compare Bushwick and
Manhattan by drawing a Venn diagram or
using a digital tool like Canva Venn Diagram
Maker (TeachersFirst review). Highlight how
setting influences characters’ identities and
experiences, especially in terms of
gentrification, culture, and opportunity.

Build a “Then and Now” gallery using Photo
Joiner (TeachersFirst review). Have students
research historical images of Bushwick and

Extension Activities:

1.

Plan a community pride initiative inspired by
Zuri’s activism. Partner with school staff to
organize a neighborhood cleanup, mural
project, or local storytelling event that
celebrates your students’ communities.

lllustrate key scenes from the novel and create
a digital gallery using Sutori (TeachersFirst
review). Allow students to choose from various
mediums (digital art, collage, drawing) to
represent pivotal moments, such as Zuri’s first
meeting with Darius or the block party scene.

Students can build a word cloud using
character traits, locations, emotions, and key
themes from Pride. Have students submit their
words digitally, then use a tool like Word Cloud
Generator (TeachersFirst review) to visualize
the class's collective understanding.

Create a podcast interview or digital
storytelling project where students share

AP TeachersFirst

compare them to present-day scenes,
reflecting on how this change is portrayed in
Pride and in real life.

Students can use augmented reality (AR) tools
like Delightex (TeachersFirst review) to create
virtual tours of locations from Pride or their
communities. Have them build overlays that
show murals, historical sites, or changing
neighborhoods.

Ask students to create a Pandora
(TeachersFirst review) playlist that reflects
Bushwick, Columbia, and the Upper West Side
in its mood and tone. They must include
explanations of how each song connects to the
character’s feelings or setting.

experiences where they felt “out of place” or
witnessed neighborhood change. They can
use Acast (TeachersFirst review) to produce
podcasts and share them with the class.

Write modern sonnets or poems in response to
Zuri’s neighborhood pride or her romantic
tension with Darius. Host a poetry slam or
publish the class’s work in a digital zine that
mirrors Zoboi’s poetic style.

Create a categorized list of Zuri’s internal and
external challenges—such as identity,
gentrification, family pressure, and
romance—and note how she navigates or
overcomes each. Organize the list into social,
emotional, and cultural categories.

Use Flexlists (TeachersFirst review) to create a
database of community resources and
organizations that could be shared with new
students enrolling in your school.

https://teachersfirst.com/reading-treks/content/
pride

Updated 10/25 | 3


http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=18593
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=19132
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=17721
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=14084
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=16349
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=16349
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=16919
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=19612
https://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=15183
https://teachersfirst.com/reading-treks/content/pride
https://teachersfirst.com/reading-treks/content/pride

Helpful Resources

From TeachersFirst:
e TeachersFir: rriConn Book List - M

e TeachersFirst Review of Google My Maps
o C E 2 Inspi ith Reading Trel

Other Resources:
e Pride reading quide
e Teaching Books for Libraries
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