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Teacher Guide

Grade Level & Content Areas

Ages: 10-14 Content Areas: English/language
Grades: 3-5, also appropriate  arts, reading, literature, and social
for grades 6-8 in thematic units  studies (including individual

Reading Level: 6" grade development, identity, race and
Lexile Measure: 920L racism, family, economic hardship,
Guided Reading Level: Z and geography of the American
Developmental Reading South during the 1930s).

Assessment (DRA): 38-40

Synopsis of Book

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor is a powerful historical novel that follows nine-year-old
Cassie Logan, a young Black girl growing up in 1930s Mississippi during the Great Depression. Through
Cassie’s perspective, students witness the harsh realities of racism, injustice, and economic inequality faced
by African American families in the segregated South. The Logan family’s fight to maintain their land and
dignity in the face of systemic oppression offers rich opportunities for classroom discussions about identity,
resistance, and social justice. The story and its strong, emotionally complex characters make this a great
book to use when teaching both reading and social studies, as well as lessons about values and making
good choices.

Standards
Common Core State Standards for K-5
Reading: Literature Writing
e Key Ideas and Details e Text Types and Purposes

e Craft and Structure e Research to Build and Present Knowledge


https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1WdHUsKVA0P4kIwBel2R6M7dtGQXbmjo&usp=sharing

Common Core State Standards for 6-12

Reading: Literature Writing
e Key Ideas and Details e Text Types and Purposes
e Craft and Structure e Research to Build and Present Knowledge

e Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies

e Theme 1: CULTURE e Theme 3: PEOPLE, PLACES, AND
e Theme 2: TIME, CONTINUITY, AND ENVIRONMENTS
CHANGE

National Core Arts Standards for Visual Arts

e CREATING
e RESPONDING

National Core Music Standards

e CREATING
e RESPONDING

Next Generation Science Standards

e Human Impacts on Earth Systems

Social Justice Standards

e |dentity
e Diversity

Using a TeachersFirst® Reading Trek to Explore This Book

TeachersFirst Reading Treks create a virtual field trip of resources about a piece of literature or a text using
the My Maps feature of Google Maps. To motivate and enrich student reading, teachers and students can
reference this visual collection of web resources and images as they relate to the contents of a book.

TeachersFirst has done the hard work for you! Use the activities in this teacher guide and the accompanying
Reading Trek map as you and your students explore this book. And, if you feel inspired, you (or your
students) can create your own Reading Trek about this or another book!
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Using This Reading Trek in Class

Below is a list of ideas for how to use this Reading Trek in your educational setting.

Working with the Map:

1. Introduce the novel to the class by displaying
the Reading Trek map on an interactive
whiteboard. Highlight key Mississippi locations
and historical context, such as sharecropping
communities, segregated schools, and the
Wallace store. Use this to help students build
background knowledge and make predictions
about the story.

2. Lead a class discussion about Jim Crow laws
and where they were enforced, using the map
to trace areas of segregation in the South
during the 1930s. Use this opportunity to
compare your own students’ school
communities and demographics, sparking
discussion about equity, access, and
challenges that still exist in education today.

3. Use YoTeach! (TeachersFirst review) to host a
virtual dialogue about incidents of racial
injustice, fear, and silence in the story, such as
the Night Riders or the burning of the Berrys.
This tool provides a safer, anonymous space
for students to process difficult emotions and
share perspectives.

Extension Activities:

1. Plant a classroom garden in honor of the
Logan family’s connection to the land. Use this
as a metaphor for independence and
resistance. Students can write journal entries
as if they were Cassie, describing how the
garden represents her family’s resilience.

2. Research the history of sharecropping and use
Canva Infographic Maker (TeachersFirst
review) to create a graphic that explains how it
worked, who was affected, and how it
connects to the Logan family’s struggle to keep
their land.

AP TeachersFirst

4.

Invite students to use Adobe’s Free Comic
Strip Maker (TeachersFirst review) to illustrate
a scene where Cassie imagines life in a fair,
integrated society. Students can choose a real
map location from the Reading Trek and place
their comic scene there to blend historical
geography with imaginative thinking.

Have students use MyLens (TeachersFirst
review) to create a timeline showing key
events in the novel and their emotional or
historical significance. This can include
Cassie’s walk to school, the bus incident, or
the visit to Strawberry. Students can present
these scenes in chronological order with short
captions or journal-style reflections.

Compare the fictional Logan family’s setting
with real oral histories from African American
families living in the South during the Great
Depression. Use map points to locate similar
towns, then have students use Canva’s Venn
Diagram Creator (TeachersFirst review) to
create a diagram comparing historical facts
with fiction.

Use StoryCorps (TeachersFirst review) or
another oral history platform to listen to
interviews with African Americans who lived
through segregation or the Great Depression.
Then, have students use Vmaker
(TeachersFirst review) to record a fictional
interview with one of the characters from the
novel.

Watch segments from Eyes on the Prize
(TeachersFirst review), a civil rights
documentary series, to deepen understanding
of racial injustice in American history. Focus on
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episodes highlighting voter suppression, primary documents from the American South.

segregated schools, or land ownership in the Choose one item and write a short piece from
South. Cassie’s point of view, reacting to the image or
document, connecting it to events from the

5. Visit the Library of Congress’s Race Relations
in the 1930s and 1940s (TeachersFirst review),
a digital archive of historical photographs and

novel.

Helpful Resources

From TeachersFirst:
e TeachersFirst CurriConnects Book List - Maps

e TeachersFirst Review of Google My Maps
e OK2Ask: Engage & Inspire with Reading Treks

Other Resources:

e Scholastic Study Guide
o \Weebly Book and Packet

e LitWits Explorers Guide
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